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Pentateuch – OT(IBS) 610 XL 
 
Fall 2008 – A Three Hour Course 
Instructor: Michael D. Matlock 
Michael_Matlock@asburyseminary.edu 
Office Phone:  859.858.2075 
Telephone Office Hours:  TBA 
Email Availability:  Response within 24 hours except on weekends; I check course 
correspondence at least once on the weekends. 
© 2008 Copyright Michael D. Matlock All Rights Reserved 
 
Course Objectives*  
 
1.   Methodology.   By the end of the course the student should be able evidentially and 
contextually to: 
A. Interpret books-as-wholes and any of their parts in light of the whole;  
B. Evaluate and apply passages thus interpreted; 
C. Correlate the theology of the passages studied to the teaching of other biblical 
materials, thus moving toward a biblical theology. 
 
2.   Content.  The student shall be able to: 
A. Think through the contents of each book of the Pentateuch studied in the course 
without recourse to the printed text, identifying major passages and delineating 
major themes; 
B. Demonstrate the importance of a sound methodology for interpretation, including 
specific examples from the Pentateuch; 
C. Use a general knowledge of the historical and religious background of the 
Pentateuch in the interpretation of these books.  
 
3. Attitude. The student should desire and intend to: 
A. Apply the inductive method to other biblical books; 
B. Make the Pentateuch the object of life-long study; 
C. Use the Pentateuch as a resource for preaching,  teaching and living. 
 
*   (Borrowed from Dr. Thompson's syllabus) 
 
Course Requirements 
 
1.  Students are required to complete all assignments within the time specified.  Students will be 
expected to spend approximately 12 hours each week on assignments. 
2.  Students are required to participate in online discussions on a consistent and regular basis.  
Students must ask questions, make comments, discuss problems, and respond to others in 
discussion forums. 
 
 
Required Texts 
You may contact a salesperson at the Asbury Seminary Bookstore for all required resources at  
exlbooks@asburyseminary.edu or phone 859.858.4242 or 866.855.8252 
 
1.  Holy Bible (NASB, NRSV, or RSV) 
2.  An Annotated Guide to Biblical Resources for Ministry by David Bauer 
3.  Bible Study That Works by David Thompson 
4.  Methodical Bible Study by Robert Traina 
5.  A Guide to Biblical Hebrew Syntax by Bill Arnold and John Choi, Cambridge, 2003 
6.  BibleWorks 7.0 or 6.0 
or all three of the following resources: 
 
6a.  A Masoretic Text of the Hebrew Bible. Either Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 4th ed. 
Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1990 
or The NIV Interlinear Hebrew-English Old Testament. John Kohlenberger, editor. Zondervan. 
6b.  A concordance of the Hebrew Bible 
Either Even-Shoshan, A New Concordance of the Old Testament, Baker. 
or G. V. Wigram , The New Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance, Hendrickson. 
6c.  A lexicon of the Hebrew Bible 
William Holladay, A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, Eerdmans. 
or M. E. J. Richardson, The Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, Brill. 
 
